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Hand cutting dovetails can be very restful and theraputic, however it does pawl after a while if you have a large set of 

drawers to dovetail. That’s when a band saw comes in useful! This short article shows how to make and use a simple jig 

to cut repeated dovetails on the band saw. The jig allows you to make the angled dovetails cuts, however you will have 

to remove the waste in the usual way as described in a previous article on through dovetails. 

Mark up the tails in the usual way. Then place the piece on the jig and adjust the fence until the blade is just on the 

waste side of the line.  Try to arrange it so that the piece is overhanging the end of the jig so that the saw does not 

cut the jig. Fine adjustment can be achieved by moving the piece backwards and forwards on the angled baton. 

When you are happy with the adjustment the stop can be fixed in place. 

Make the cut, then, assuming your tail pattern is symmetrical, flip the piece over and make the opposing cut. Repeat 

this for all the tails  then proceed as for hand cut tails. 

 

Cutting Dovetails on the Band Saw 

The Jig 

The jig. The batons are fitted either  side at the 

same angle you want the dovetails to be cut 

at. 

Marking and cutting the tails. 

Introduction 

The jig is quite simple. It consists of a carefully squared MDF board (it is particularly important that the front of the jig is 

square with the side that bears against the fence) with two batons screwed to the surface. The batons are fitted at the 

same angle as the dovetails. I also have some stops that can be positioned so that repeated cuts can be achieved. 
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Setting up the cut on the waste side of the 

line. 

Taking the cut. 

By flipping the piece backwards…... 
…...and forwards you can make each of the 

cuts. 


