
Review of Quangsheng No. 5 bedrock plane. 

Introduction 

One of the aims of my courses, especially the beginners, is to give students access to the different 

tools available, hopefully this will help them to decide which tools are right for them. This is 

particularly important for hand planes which are likely to be one of their most expensive hand tool 

purchases. I have in the workshop various refurbished Record and Stanley planes, a Lie Neilsen no. 5 

jack plane and a Clifton 5 ½ jack. To make the range more comprehensive I recently purchased a 

Quangsheng no. 5 from Workshop Heaven. Quangsheng planes have been imported into the UK for 

a number of years now, proving to be an economic alternative to the more up market offerings from 

Lie Neilsen, Clifton and Veritas. In this article check out the QS no. 5 to see if it’s a viable alternative 

to it’s more expensive competitors. 

First impressions 

The plane comes in a ply box with a sliding lid and looks good on first sight with Chinese rosewood 

handles and a brass depth adjuster, I also have to report that it actually worked straight from the 

box! Taking very clean shavings on straight oak. However being a bit of a plane fanatic I couldn’t 

leave it at that. 

Further inspection 

First I checked the sole of the plane for flatness. I am lucky enough to have a calibrated surface plate 

for checking  (this could be done on a piece of 10mm float class as I did before acquiring the surface 

plate). I tried to slip a .015” feeler gauge under the sole without success (1) and I felt a reassuring 

suction when I lifted the plane off the plate. 

 

            1. 

Next the blade was removed and the seating of the chip breaker checked. The breaker should meet 

the back of the blade perfectly with a nice clean flat face. I also checked the back of the blade for 

flatness by rubbing on a diamond stone to check the abrasion pattern, this was also fine. The blade 

had quite fine machining marks on the back. This is to be expected on all new planes. I continued 

with the stone to remove these then went over to my water stones, working through the grades to 

produce a mirror finish on the back (2) followed by a quick hone of the other side. The blade is 

chunky T10 steel hardened to RC63, so I’m told! All I know is it takes a slightly longer to hone but 

http://www.workshopheaven.com/tools/Quangsheng_No._5_Bedrock_Pattern_Jack_Plane.html


keeps it’s edge much longer than a “standard” blade. The chip breaker should sit 1mm or less back 

from the edge of the blade (3) and the edge of the blade should be about 1mm from the front of the 

mouth (4). 

 

 

 

2.           3. 

 

       4. 

There wasn’t much else to check. I removed the frog (the assembly that the blade fits onto) to take a 

look at the surfaces. The Quangsheng, like the Lie Neilsen and the Clifton is a bedrock plane. This 

means there is a large machined meeting surface between the plane body and the frog (5). This large 

surface gives a very positive seating between the blade assembly and the body. This is not the case 

with the Bailey design of standard Record and Stanley planes (6). The bedrock design also allows 

adjustment of the month of the plane without having to remove the blade. 



      

5.           6. 

Why am I making these checks? Smooth planing is dependent on there being a firm engagement 

between the sole of the plane and the wood and also no flexing of the plane. If the sole is convex the 

plane will have a tendency to rock minutely on the wood surface when it hits a hard spot. If it’s 

concave it will flex slightly. If the frog is not well seated there may be slight movement in use. All 

these factors lead to a degradation of performance. The extra thick blade also reduces the tendency 

to flexing. 

Final impressions 

Having done this bit of tinkering, which took about 15minutes, I put the plane through it’s paces. I 

tried it first on my “killer board”, this is a piece of very dense, very rippled American oak and is a 

severe test of any plane (7). I have to report that after careful setting of the blade and a wipe of wax 

on the sole the QS produced some of the best shavings of any plane I have tried on the board (8) 

(but I’m not geeky enough to actually measure how thin they were). Planing is all about momentum 

and the weightiness of the QS meant it pushed through any hard spots. However I found the depth 

adjustment to be a little slack, there were about 1 ¼ turns of backlash, which is a little more than I 

would like. 

        

7.            8. 

Build quality 

The build quality of the QS is good, although it may not be tarted up quite as much as the more 

expensive planes, the casting not as polished perhaps, but this is just show and does not affect the 

performance. 



One thing I have noticed about the build quality is a variation between distributors. A recent student 

had a QS no. 5 purchased from Rutlands, we were interested to find that the lateral blade adjuster is 

just a piece of pressed and twisted steel while the Workshop Heaven model has fitted parts (9 WH 

on left Rutlands on right). The later Stanley and Record planes have a pressed adjuster and I have 

often found that it becomes bent and fails to engage with the blade. This is an interesting difference 

in quality even though the price is similar from both suppliers. 

 

            9. 

Conclusion 

All in all I was impressed with this plane. I would say it performed as well as some of it’s more 

celebrated competitors. It cut well straight from the box and even better after minimal fettling, 

giving good clean shavings in difficult wood. The only niggle is the slack depth adjuster. Well, actually 

I do have a bigger niggle. QS do not produce this plane in my favourite size of 5 ½, I wonder why that 

is. I tend to take a miserly approach to my tools preferring to refurbish older tools if possible. 

However the price and performance of this plane would definitely tempt me, especially if they made 

a 5 ½ ! 
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