
Band Saw Safety 

 

The band saw is a less aggressive machine than others such as the circular saw or the planer. It runs at a 

slower speed and the direction of force of the blade is downwards so it will not throw the wood back at 

you. However it still needs to be handled with respect as it’s seeming passivity can lead to carelessness 

and some nasty injuries as this picture sent to me by a former student shows((8) warning, not for the 

squeamish, that’s why it’s at the end of the article). 

Here are my top tips for working safely at the band saw: 

 Always imagine a 150mm radius around the blade past which you fingers will not pass (1).  If you 

need to apply pressure within this radius use a push stick (2). A push stick should be kept near 

the machine for easy access, I have a rare earth magnet embedded in mine so I can stick it to 

the casing of the saw (3). 

 Move the blade guard/guide block assembly to within 10mm of the top of the piece being cut. 

This limits the opportunity to get flesh close to metal! (2) 

 Think ahead. You may be in control at the start of the cut, but what about at the end. If it’s a 

long work piece you will have a lot of overhang at the end of the cut, will you be able to control  

it?(4) If not find an assistant or position a roller stand before you start the cut (5). It’s suddenly 

finding yourself out of control of the situation that leads to accidents. 
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 This sounds like common sense. Don’t use your fingers to flick off cuts away from the blade, use 

a piece of wood or the push stick (6,7). I once heard of someone cutting their finger doing this 

then cutting it again when demonstrating how they did it! 

  

6.                                                                                          7. 

 When changing blades ensure the power is off and don’t switch on to check the tracking of the 

blade instead turn the wheels carefully by hand. Later model band saws usually have a safety 

switch that prevents this. 

 Use a sharp blade. Blunt blades require more force from the operator so there is more danger of 

the hand being pushed into the saw. Also you get a better cut with a sharp blade. 

 If your blade starts to become erratic, moving backwards and forwards during the stroke, it’s 

probably starting to fracture. Change it as soon as possible. Breaking blades can damage the 

machine, if not the operator. 

 I will describe how to change a band saw blade in a later article. 

 



 


