
Review of Hammer A3-31 planer thicknesser 

Until recently I have been a great believer in good old British engineering when it came to planers 

having had a Dominion and a Sedgewick in the past. I liked the fixed tables as I felt that having to lift 

the tables to convert to thicknessing was time consuming and lead to inaccuracy. In my previous 

workshop I had access to a Hammer A3 planer thicknesser (p/t) and realised that lifting tables was 

not such a bad thing as long as the machine was well made. However there were other issues with 

this machine, mainly the inaccuracy of the fence and the fact that the fence had to be removed to 

convert to thicknessing. 

When I moved workshops I realised that I was going to have to get rid of my 3 phase Sedgewick and 

find a single phase machine. The man at Hammer told me that they had upgraded the A3, the niggles 

I had with the machine had been sorted. So I decided to get an A3-31 and must admit I don’t regret 

it. 

The A3 has a good sized surfacing bed at 1400mm long and 310 wide (1). Additional outriggers can 

be purchased to extend it even further. The machining width is 310 for surfacing and 306 for 

thicknessing the thickjnessing range is 4-225mm, the  1100 long by 150mm high fence has two 

clamping points, one to the end of the infeed table, the other on the back blade guard (2). This 

makes the fence quite rigid and stable, maintaining a consistent 90° planed edge (or other angles if 

adjusted as required). The surfacing depth of cut is adjusted using a lever (3), an improvement on 

the turning knob on the earlier machine. 

   

1.                              2.                                                      3. 

The two surfacing tables lift as one to convert to thicknessing , the fence remaining in place (4,5). 

Lifting the tables reveals the three cutter tersa block (6). This is possibly the greatest advantage over 

my old Sedgewick. The replaceable cutters locate very precisely in the block, meaning you can 

change them  in a trice rather than the 30 minutes for the old style cutters. The tersa cutters cannot 

be resharpened, but at £19.70 a set I can put up with that. However they can be reversed, so you  

get two cuts at that price. 

 



   

4.                                                    5.                                                  6. 

 

One of the features of the Hammer machines that has always impressed me is the smoothness of 

cut, with no hint of sniping at the end of the cut (sniping is a slight step in the cut at the end of the 

piece). We use the surfacer to edge joint the boards for the table we make on the beginners course. 

The A3-31 is so accurate that we seldom need to make any adjustments from the machine. Slightly 

disappointing for me as I think it would be good for students to do some hand planing of joints 

occasionally! The machine is even set up at the works to plane a very slight concavity in the edge to 

aid jointing. 

I do have a couple of niggles with the machine. The dust extraction hood has a micro switch that 

turns the machine off when it is lifted in thicknessing mode. This is a little too sensitive, turning the 

machine off if a piece drops off the thicknessing table and tilts the hood slightly. Also on switch has 

some form of failsafe feature that means if you do not press it very positively the machine does not 

start properly and trips the fuse . Two minor points that I can live with! 

A possibly useful accessory for this machine is a horizontal morticing unit for milling slots or dowel 

holes. There are also other sizes in this range, 260mm and 410mm wide versions. 

Coming from the same stable as the much revered Felder machines the Hammer seems to bring 

some of the Felder accuracy and precision at a more reasonable price. If you are serious about your 

woodwork then this is a good mid priced machine.  

The Numbers: 

Power:     3kw 4hp 

Surface table length:  1400mm 

Surfacing width:  310mm 

Thicknessing table length: 540mm 

Thicknessing width/thickness: 306/225mm 

Price:    £2077.00 inc vat for 1 phase £1.995.00 inc for 3 phase (although 

    I’m sure you can get deals) 


